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671-2114 Methane Molecule
Methane (US /ˈmɛθeɪn/ or UK /ˈmiːθeɪn/) is a chemical compound with the chemical formula CH4 (one atom of 
carbon and four atoms of hydrogen). It is the simplest alkane and the main component of natural gas. The rela-
tive abundance of methane on Earth makes it an attractive fuel, though capturing and storing it poses challenges 
due to its gaseous state under normal conditions for temperature and pressure.

In its natural state, methane is found both below ground and under the sea floor. When it finds its way to the 
surface and the atmosphere, it is known as atmospheric methane. The Earth’s atmospheric methane concentra-
tion has increased by about 150% since 1750, and it accounts for 20% of the total radiative forcing from all of 
the long-lived and globally mixed greenhouse gases (these gases don’t include water vapor which is by far the 
largest component of the greenhouse effect). Methane breaks down in the atmosphere and creates CH3· with 
water vapor.

To easily assemble your molecule, notice the holes on each particular atom. Press a connector firmly into this 
hole until it is flush with the surface of the atom. The connection should be firm but still easy to disassemble. 
Your molecule can be put together and taken apart as many times as you wish. 

Warranty and Parts:
We replace all defective or missing parts free of charge.  Additional replacement parts may be ordered toll-free.  
We accept MasterCard, Visa, checks and School P.O.s.  All products warranted to be free from defect for 90 
days.  Does not apply to accident, misuse or normal wear and tear. Intended for children 13 years of age and up. 
This item is not a toy. It may contain small parts that can be choking hazards. Adult supervision is required. 


